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JAMISON ALVARDE, the knew it; the neat, white-starch- 
noted interior decorator, was ed nurse — almost waspish in 
dying. His family physician her impersonal devotion to her 
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in a corpse-state. The roots of 
the tree were withering already 

The life was losing its home. 

It was the panic* of that dis¬ 
covery that led to a greater 
discovery. The life began surg¬ 
ing along the roots and then 
suddenly it had flowed from 
them. It was not a part of the 
tree, any more. It was just Life 
and it was merely in the 
ground. It was coherent of it¬ 
self. 


It did not need the tree. 

All the implications present¬ 
ed themselves to the Life. It 
now had the freedom to move 
as it had wished, to pick its 
victims as it chose, to satisfy 
the hunger as it desired. It 
could feast. 

The. sense of caution, no 
longer needed, ceased to be in¬ 
stinctive to die Life. 

The town was only a half 
mile away. 
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swept by the noxious gas, while 
the opposite side of the nar¬ 
row thoroughfare had been un¬ 
affected, and, when later intel¬ 
ligible reports had been made, 
it was found that in several 
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that Doctor Famham had been 
right and had not in the least 
overestimated the attributes of 
the beings. And it was also ad¬ 
mitted that his theories regard¬ 
ing their condition and actions 
were in the main correct. They 
could not be killed by any 
known means; that had been 
conclusively proved. They could 
exist without apparent ill ef¬ 
fects even when horribly mu¬ 
tilated and even headless. They 
could literally be cut to pieces 
and each fragment would con¬ 
tinue to live, and if two of 

they would reunite and grow 
into monstrous, nightmarish, 
terrible things. Watching the 
area within the barrier through 
powerful glasses, the observers 
saw many of these things. Once, 
a head which had joined to 
two arms and a leg went rac¬ 
ing across an open space like 
a monstrous spider. On another 
occasion a body appeared min¬ 
us legs, and with two addition¬ 
al heads growing from the 
shoulders from which the orig¬ 
inal arms had been severed. 
And many of the fairly whole 
beings had hands, fingers, feet 
or other portions of anatomy 
growing from wounds upon 
various parts of their bodies. 
For the Living Dead, having 

stinctively sought to replace 
any portions of their bodies 
which they had lost, and picked 
up the first human fragment 


they found and grafted it into 
any wound or raw surface of 
their flesh. Strangely enough, 
too, although it was perfectly 
logical once the matter was 
given thought, those individuals 
who were minus heads appear¬ 
ed fully as well off as those 
whose heads remained upon 
their shoulders, for without 
any glimmerings of intelligence, 
without reason and merely 
flesh and blood machines un¬ 
controlled by brains, the Liv¬ 
ing Dead had no real need of 
heads. Nevertheless, they seem¬ 
ed to have some strange sub¬ 
conscious idea that heads were 
desirable, and fierce battles 
took place over the possession 
of a head which two of the 
things discovered simultaneous¬ 
ly. Very frequently, the head, 
when re-established upon a 
body, was back-side-to, and a 
large percentage of the beings 
wore heads which did not orig¬ 
inally belong to them. More¬ 
over, the beings became head¬ 
hunters, and lopping off one 
another's heads became their 
chief diversion or occupation. 

The amazing speed with 
which the most ghastly wound 
healed, and the incredibly short 
period of time required for a 
limb or head to graft itself 
firmly in place, were down¬ 
right uncanny, but were ac¬ 
counted for by Doctor Fam¬ 
ham who explained that where¬ 
as, ordinarily, the tissues of 
normal human beings partially 
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Book that contains Ray Cummings’ 
Wandl, the Invader (D497). Wrong! 
Destiny's Orbit is combined with 
John Brunners delightful Times 


for, and^ which we had in mind 

Pyramfd Books, ^*444 Madison** 
enue. New York, NY 100022, and 
selling for 50c the copy. The first. 
Weird Tales (R-1029) contains: 
The Man Who Returned, by Ed¬ 
mond Hamilton; Spider Mansion, 
by Fritz Leiber, Jr.; A Question of 
Etiquette, by Robert Bloch; The 
Sea Witch, by Niotzin Dyalhis; The 


Robert E. Howard. The Dyalhis 
Lovecraft, ^and Howard stories ap 

fist. The second collection is title* 
Worlds of Weird (R-1125) and cor 
tains: Roads by Seabury Quinn 
The Sapphire Goddess, by Nictzii 
Dyalhis; The Valley of the Worn, 


\e Sky, by Frank Belknap Long; 
_ Sam^ Moskowitz’s^Jntroduction^ 
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Coming Next Issue 



Don’t miss this bizarre novelet of those who bathed in 


THE DEVIL'S POOL 

by Greye La Spina 

and, among many other items, we hope to bring you 

RATTLE OF BONES 

by Robert E. Howard 

Another tale of Solomon 
Kane, dour Puritan and ves¬ 
sel of wrath to right old 
wrongs. 


Another “Stranger Club’ 
story, in response to your 
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